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CApril 12, 13940

iir. Frank €. Brown
41 Eilk Street
Boston, Hassachuselts

Dear ilr. Brown:

{ have your ietter of April 4, regarding the old Parsons
House, which I removed in 1937 from Northampton to Darien.

The house was buiit in 1754 by Lt. Willianm Parsons.

I know that it is sometimes diffiicult to find out exactly
the name of the buillder of an old house, and psrticularly to get
the exact year »f its comstruction. I was fortunate in this case
in getting nold of information which enabled me to aate it accu-
rately.

After purchasing the house, I was interested in the pedi-
gree or genealogy; and being « lawyer, spent several days in the
Hampshire County Clerk's Office in Northawpton, running the chaln
of title tnrough the old deeds of conveysnce, wills, ete.

I won't give you ali the supporting date, but just the
facts concerning the recora of ownership.

¥illlism Parsons was the son of Capt. John rarscons, and =
graundson oif’ Cornet Josepn Parsons, one of the first setilers of
Northampton. Any Parsons genesiogy will substantiate this. Joseph
owned considerable reai estate in Northeampton; and in 1684, di-
vided it among several sons, incluoing John who, in 1705, sold his
plot to a nephew Noah.

John then removed aboul 1705, to .he tract of lLand subse-
quently xnown as tae homestead plot, on wialch my house stoou. He
built a small awelling wiich later on became the kitchen or the
rear addition to the large pew awelling bullt by nis son in 1754,
anc whica [ purchasec.

Capt. John Parsons died in L1728, leaving a wiil which is
recorded on file in the Hampshire County Probate Recoras, and by
this will begueatited to his son Wiliiam the dwelling house and
barn 1n which he lived ana "all the homelott property thereto be—
longing."
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Lt. William Parsons lived in the house until 1754, when he
~bullt the uew house. He diea in 1768, and his originai will is
aiz0 on file in the Hampsitiire County Probate Records. He ieft the
property to nis son Samuel Parsons, who solc it in 1788 to Ebenezer
Lene. This deed is in the Hampshire County Deed Registry. There-
after title descended througn various owners,

In 1823, Roswell Hubbard purchasedq the property. He lived
there until 1854, and thereafter his son John W. Hubbard continued
Lo reside tsere until 1902, YThis was an eighly-yesr tenure by the
Hubbards, and conseguently the house became known generally around
Northampton as the Hubbard House.

Between 1902 and 1935 when I purchssea i%, 1t weni through
various ownersiius.

Therefore 1t is z matter of official recocrd toat tials pro-
rerty was owned by Lt., ¥illlam Parsons ifrom tue deatn of hils fatuer
Capt. John, in 1728, until ais own deatn in L76E.

Now a8 to the date of the erection of ine nouse, it is usu-
ally possible to identify by arcnitectural feotures the particulsr
guarter of the century in wiolch the house was erecltea, ana { nad it

e in wind as having been erected somewhere between 1740 and 1760 or
. S L770. I wanted to try to find the exsct censitruction cate if possi-
: ble, and in reading one or two Parsons peuealogles, I found reference
to certain lmporitant manuscriots consuliea by geneelogists ana his-
torians, in the possession of Forbes Library, Horthampton.

These mapuscripis consist of several volwses complied by a
loeal historian of about 150 years ago, namec Syivesier Juad. BHe
noted down from day to dsy gensalogicai and othsr nistorical facts,
and the menuscripts are & mine of information and should be publighed.

At any rate, I felt tnat I mipght tind some reference to the
house, and dug tirougn the volumes and fipalily found a specific
statewent, reasdaing as.follows:

"Wiiliaxr Parsoms. In 1754 he and his son Sapuel

buiit tue nouse (gambrel roof') in wiles iir. Lane

{now HMr. Hubbara) lived - one of the lergest in the

town —~ wnderplouing brought fros Sprinpgfield - the

old house in which Capt. Jdeihn ana ¥Wm. Parsons hed

ilveo was pub behind as a kitchen esiec. Voods Tor-

merly vowaro river -~ fear of [ndlens gave {hem trouble,"

This sbatenent 1s Lo me sufilcient proolf of the year ol con-
struction, [t was reasonsbie to find some comment on this house
because ii{ was a superlor type of dwelling. In fact, tue type is
commented on by another historian, Solowon Clark, who, in 1881, pub-
lished & book entitled "Histvoricals, fntiquities and Graduates of “
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Northampton." -On Pege 8L, he states, "The next style of arcnitec-
. ture, perhsps the third introcuced, was the gambrei roof, having. a
capacity sufficient for families of the iargest size. At the end
of the last ceéntury . {by 1799) as meny as seven had been erected."

There is one particularly {ine room in the house, on the
gsecond floor, which was obviously the bedroom of Li. William Parsons.
In & codicil to his wiil, he specifically reserves its use to his
unmarried deughter Margaret by a bequest reading, "And do now further
-bequeath to my daughter Margaret tie use and improvement of my north -
chamber in the front of my House.!

There is-also a very good shell dome cupboard which had been
. removed from the house in about 1895 by & collector, and which through
. .good Toriune, I.was able Lo irace and regain from the hands of one
of nis heirs, For incorporation in the house when it was rebuilt.
_ I think that so far as your records are concerned, it 1is in
order for you ito change them so as Lo read that the nouse was built
by Lt. Wiiliawm Parsons in the year 1754. '
Fiitn kind regards, I am

Very ﬁruly yours,

/s/ Herbert P. Luce

. "Regaraing Mr. Luce's statement that the title of this survey
““should be changed, ihis coes not seem practicable to us. In future
editions of the Catalog, nowever, the name Lieutenant Willjam Par-

gons House might be inserted in parentheses."

. & _ /s/ Thos. C. Vint,
Hay 9, 1940 ) ~ Chief of Planning _
‘ L Deparument of the Interior



